Georgia Academy of Science

Technical Program Planning Meeting

via GSAMS

27 August 2005, 10:00 AM

Council Members in Attendance

At North Georgia College
Frank Corotto

At Georgia Perimeter College

	Andrew Penniman
	Mike Reeves
	John Aliff

	Lisa Hibbard
	Cindy Mayer
	Ken Martin

	Paul J. Camp
	
	


At Georgia College and State University
	Doug Pohl
	Richard Schmude
	Steve Whittle

	Melanie DeVore
	
	


1. 
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:57 AM. M. DeVore asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. K. Martin corrected the spelling of D. Belcher’s name. D. Pohl then move that the minutes be approved as corrected. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. M. DeVore then called on S. Whittle to report on the preparations for the 2006 Annual Meeting.

2.
Technical Program Planning

S. Whittle went over the deadlines for the next meeting. On September 12, section chairs should have sent the first letters out. The letter format should consist of a call for proposals, a summary of deadlines, and information about the web site for forms. Students should know about awards, and the possibility of publications in the Georgia Journal. There should also be a call for section officer nominations with a link to the URL for the section of the constitution describing the duties of section officers. The letter should also call for referees and provide directions for the refereeing process. The second call for proposals will be on October 4 and follow the same format. Presenters must have their abstracts in by December 2, at which point submissions will be circulated to referees. Section chairs can use last year’s program as a guide for constructing their parts of this year’s program, with careful attention paid to the correct superscripts. The deadline for sending in programs and abstracts to S. Whittle is January 13. All student presentations should be scheduled to be completed by 10 AM on Saturday, and no students should be scheduled for Friday presentations if at all possible. S. Whittle suggested that session breaks be staggered rather than all at the same time in order to increase traffic to the vendors. S. Whittle will coordinate this when programs are submitted..

L. Hibbard reminded all present to make sure that student presenters can still present works in progress and do not have to have conclusions yet. 

F. Corotto asked if the form clearly distinguished between graduate and undergraduate students. S. Whittle said that it had been changed to make that distinction clear.

M. DeVore then called on J. Aliff to describe the local arrangements.

3.
Local Arrangements
J. Aliff said that he had assembled a committee of 20 to take care of the local arrangements. The first formal meeting would be on September 9, but he asked for approval of the fee structure so it could be put on the web site as soon as possible. The meeting will cost about $10 more than the previous meeting. He suggested a Friday evening reception at Fernbank, where members would be able to tour the museum for free. He said there is a remote possibility that the reception could be held at the new aquarium but that was unlikely due to their current disorganized state. There will also be a higher meal charge for the Saturday lunch, but that the vendors will be located in the same place. The registration form will check for the number of people planning to attend the reception as well as need for transportation to Fernbank. The main motel will be the Microtel, which is very close and has agreed to give a $25 discount.

C. Mayer asked if Gwinnett had a caterer under contract.

J. Aliff replied that there was a college caterer and the procedure was to get prices from them first then proceed to local people. The fees were based on a figure of $16/person for the luncheon. 

M. DeVore raised the issue of a banquet speaker. She mentioned that Mary Lue Walser had made contact with Cathy Cox, and that there had also been some discussion at previous meetings of starting some sort of relationship with the legislature.

There followed some considerable discussion on the merits of these proposals, as well as possible alternatives. J. Aliff noted that use of the Chattahoochee river has been a big tristate issue recently, and M. DeVore said that she would get in touch with Dana Skelton of the River Network to devise a list of potential speakers. J. Aliff volunteered to approach Barbara Forrest, who has written a book on intelligent design. M. DeVore suggested Barbara Forrest for a Friday evening speaker and book signing at Fernbank. L. Hibbard suggested a reading instead as a way of drumming up interest in staying for the Saturday luncheon talk. J. Aliff said he would check with Barbara Forrest and M. DeVore said that she would issue an invitation to Cathy Cox to participate as well.

M. Devore then raised the issue of future meetings, and asked for information on Albany in 2007. R. Schmude noted that we had received something about a joint meeting with Florida in 2007 in Jacksonville. There followed some discussion about holding such a meeting in Valdosta, and J. Aliff raised the question of whether there was anyone considering local arrangements in Jacksonville. He pointed out that work should already be underway to hold a joint meeting there.

C. Mayer said that last year Albany had volunteered to host the meeting if no one else wanted it but there had been no action since then. J. Aliff said that he would get in touch with S. Pandy, who is now dean and can make it happen. M. DeVore asked for a motion to explore and solidify Albany in 2007, and to table Florida until we get in touch with the Valdosta people. The motion was moved and seconded. It passed unanimously.

L. Hibbard then moved to approve the proposed fee structure. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

4.
Adjournment
The Technical Program meeting was adjourned at 10:50 AM.
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1.
Call to Order
M. de Vore called the meeting to order at 10:50 AM. She asked that the minutes recognize Doug Pohl and Kay Graham for getting the GSAMS set up. This will be the last meeting for GSAMS as the state switches to another format.

M. DeVore then called on P. Camp to give the secretary’s report.

2. 
Secretary’s Report
P. Camp noted that the minutes had already been approved, and reminded officers that section ballots are required by the constitution to be distributed with the Council ballots and not taken care of at the annual meeting. This is unfair to those section members unable to attend the meeting.

3.
Treasurer’s Report
M. de Vore then asked if anyone had a chance to review the treasurer’s report.

R. Schmude noted a possible mixup on the date.

L. Hibbard asked if there were a problem with the student awards fund.

M. DeVore said that the balance after the 2005 meeting was $35. Counting donations, we have $320 in the fund. She asked if $50 awards might be cutting it close?

P. Camp noted that there was a line item on the meeting registration card for donations that had covered the expense last year. K. Martin noted that there may still have been some problems since he had been asked at the last meeting to give up a portion of a restricted gift.

M. DeVore suggested soliciting donations with the call for papers. L. Hibbard said that we had talked previously about contacting industries or corporations for donations and asked if we had ever formalized that.

M. DeVore said she had contacts at Kimberly Clark and would try to ask for a donation in exchange for recognition in the program. L. Hibbard suggested naming an award for the company, and C. Mayer suggested creating a stock solicitation form to give to companies.

D. Pohl moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted. The motion was seconded and approved.

4.
Executive Committee Reports


a. President’s Report

M. DeVore noted that we have been talking a lot about our niche? What makes us unique, what is our role? She reported that we are in a good position with the DOE as regards the Junior Academy and Science Olympiad. She then called on D. Pohl to report on the Junior Academy. 


b. Junior Academy of Science
D. Pohl started by noting a change in the Science Olympiad leadership, with Bill Wellnitz of Augusta State taking over as director. Notices have been sent to all public and private schools. Regional competitions will be in February, and they are trying to increase the number of regional sites. State events will be in March. The Olympiad web site has been extensively revised. D. Pohl noted that he had also attended two home school programs to provide information on the competition. There will be a director’s meeting in November to discuss the events and the annual coaches’ meeting in October. D. Pohl promised to send reports on these meetings to the secretary. Finally, he noted that the national competition will be returning to Georgia in 2009.

M. DeVore recalled the extensive discussion of Olympiad issues for the past year, with the main concern being that with the change of leadership, making sure the Olympiad was not handled as it had been in the past. We now have a new director and a working relationship with Steve Pruitt of DOE, who is checking the use of funds. She asked if the Junior Academy felt it was being successful in reintegrating the Olympiad with its programs.

D. Pohl said that Mike McGinnis had been in touch with Bill Wellnitz and felt positive about it. Milt Stombler had scheduled the Olympiad at the same time as the Science Bowl and Bill had agreed to hold off. However, the national Science Olympiad had accepted a bid from Bill Wellnitz without any involvement by the Junior Academy.

M. DeVore recalled discussion from previous meeting about auditing and so forth. She asked if we should continue along this path or move on to other issues?

D. Pohl said that he was happy as far as it goes, and the Mike McGinnis felt positively.

M. DeVore then called on J. Aliff to present the Journal report.


c. Editor of the Georgia Journal of Science
J. Aliff asked to discuss the honorarium for the Saturday speaker before proceeding with the Journal report. He said that we usually budget about $500.

M. Devore noted from the treasurer’s report that it shouldn’t be a big issue. L. Hibbard moved that the council approve $500. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

J. Aliff said that the upcoming issue was devoted to intelligent design. Several nationally prominent authors have written papers for the issue. He also said that some items were in review for the following issue but were not yet approved.

M. DeVore asked if we could explore the option for electronic distribution at a reduced cost as well as placing archives online.

J. Aliff said that we are already published online with two commercial vendors. People pay a fee to access articles through them and a check comes to us from that.

M. DeVore said that, according to the treasurer’s report, we get $35.85. She asked if this was more than we could save through printing costs.

J. Aliff noted that the cost per copy will increase when we get to low numbers, and that library subscribers require a printed copy. He said that he was working with S. Whittle on ways to reduce costs and asked him to discuss that matter.

S. Whittle said that he had not made much progress on that issue but that he had found a person at his school to work with on the issue and might have something more constructive at the next meeting.

M. DeVore suggested preparing samples for the membership to view at the next meeting and perhaps to put to a vote at the plenary. She noted J. Aliff’s enormous work in both organizing the annual meeting and in keeping the journal going.

5.
Committee Reports

M. DeVore noted that there was no current information from the Academy Improvements or Auditing committees. She then asked L. Hibbard for a report from the Nominations Committee.


a.
Nominations Committee
L. Hibbard noted the need to start thinking about nominees now. Council members should keep in touch with people who can contribute and fill positions

M. DeVore then asked for volunteers for unfilled positions on various committees.

6.
Unfinished Business
M. DeVore proposed creation of a directory of state science agencies and centers. She proposed Tom Manning to spearhead this effort, and said that she would contact him about the idea. 

M. DeVore then asked for discussion of the next council meeting date. Since the program is scheduled for completion January 13, she suggested the 21st or 28th. D. Pohl noted a conflict with the Science Bowl on the 28th. L. Hibbard moved that we meet on 21 January. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

D. Pohl then noted that GSAMS will be gone after 21 December. Some alternative will be set up before then but it is unclear which system will be used. F. Corotto said the tech people were looking at an Internet-based video conferencing solution but that there might be a bandwidth issue.

7.
Adjournmen

C. Mayor moved that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously. The meeting therefore adjourned at 11:38 AM.

