Georgia Academy of Science

Council Meeting

11/20/2009

Via teleconference
1.
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 PM

2.
Secretary’s Report
There was discussion of implementation of an online voting and dues payment system. The secretary moved to create a $500 stipend for a student researcher to write the software for such a system for testing in this year’s elections. The motion was seconded and approved.

3.
Executive Committee Report
B. McDonough reported on his Junior Academy of Science efforts. H said there would probably be no annual meeting of GJAS this year, and pointed out that the Science Olympiad was still not written out of the Consitution and Bylaws.
He then asked D. Pohl about what was required to run the Problem Solving Bowl. D. Pohl said that the key was 30 or so computers in areas where 60-80 students can work without interfering with each other, and that every paper is independently graded at least 3 times. He said the Junior Academy newsletter in the fall usually contained dates for all the bowl activities, and that was the primary means of contacting schools.

B. McDonough noted that this realistically will require the Junior Academy to being next August at the latest, with the Problem Solving Bowl the only immediate activity to support.
4.
Academy Improvements Committee
Only immediate job is to fine tune the constitution with other members B. Powell and D. Marks in time for the annual meeting.
5.
Membership Committee
J. Nienow will take charge and find 2 more people.

6.
Budget Committee

Treasurer M. Lockhart is in charge. B. Powell and J. Nienow volunteered to be other members of this committee. 

7.
Audit Committee
B. McDonough said this committee is 3 members appointed by the President and asked for volunteers. D. Marks pointed out that for practical reasons, the usual past practice was to use people at the Treasurer’s institution. M. Lockhart said he would pull one together. 
7.
Elections Committee
Members are P. Camp and B. Powell. 

8.
Nominating Committee
H. Tavossi, J. Nienow and B. Powell volunteered to be on this committee. 
9.
Local Organizing Committee

B. Flournoy gave a report on current status for the annual meeting. Registration fees are currently set at $110/$140 for members/nonmembers, $40/$50 for student members/nonmembers and $35 for guests. The online registration form has an option for donations to student presentation awards, and two workshops for science and math professional development. The system will accept either checks or credit cards.

M. Lockhart asked for a spreadsheet after the meeting including those joining the academy and the section being joined. 
D. Marks pointed out that in the past the difference between member/nonmember was equal to the academy dues and suggested raising the fees accordingly.
J. Aliff pointed out that student membership does not cover the cost of mailing 4 copies of the Journal and suggested raising the fee from $10 to $20. M. Lockhart then suggested raising the Academy dues to $50, saying the bottom line would be an additional $300-$500 per year. The motion was seconded. After some discussion, D. Marks said that the constitution specifies such a motion must come from the Budget Committee. B. Powell moved to table the motion until the February Council meeting, and J. Aliff then withdrew his motion, in favor of sending the issue to the Budget Committee to prepare a recommendation. 

J. Aliff then moved that the council approve the registration forms and fees as presented by B. Flournoy, with the amendment that nonmember registration be changed to $145 and that a section be added to the registration form requiring new members to select a section. The motion was seconded and approved.
10.
Technical Program Report
B. Hojjati presented the report of the technical program. There was some confusion over the scheduling and delivery of abstracts from the section chairs. The deadline was set as January 22. 

11.
Scientific Exhibits Committee
B. McDonough said that councilors at large would form this committee and that they should coordinate with the local arrangements committee.

12.
New Business

The council expressed a need to clarify all categories of membership. This issue was delegated to the Academy Improvements Committee.

13.
Journal Report
J. Aliff reported that issue 3 was complete and mailed, and that there were probably enough papers for issue 4 as well. He thanked the council for responding to the call for papers.

14.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:25 PM.
